62.   SPEECH AT PUBLIC MEETING, SURAT
September 5, 1924
Where are the unity, the vigour and the valour of Surat?
Will these qualities revive so that from Surat they may spread to
Gujarat and from Gujarat to India? When I see that things are
not going the way I wish, that all my moves are proving wrong and
that bitterness is mounting, how can I talk of boycott and civil
disobedience? There is no problem of conflict between khadi and
mill cloth at Surat It has to think only of ways to increase the
production of khadi. Therefore I tell you that public meetings can-
not secure swaraj in this world. Swaraj demands hard back-break-
ing work. We do not carry out our household tasks by speeches,
Writings or sermons. A family can run smoothly only if every one
of its members fulfils his allotted function. If we wish to attain
freedom everyone should undertake back-breaking work.
Hindu-Muslim unity is within our grasp-if one of the two parties
becomes entirely truthful. If thoughts of revenge are harboured
in the heart, then it would be right to give up all hopes of unity
in our time. If we want swaraj, one of us must become truthful.
It is said that the Hindu is timid and weak. But hatred is no
remedy for cowardice. Both the communities are cowardly; and
both are slaves on account of this cowardice. The Government
looks upon both as slaves. Thus, in truth, not one but both are
cowards and it is not possible to remove this cowardice if one is
not peaceful Of course, it should be the peacefulness of the brave.
And is it necessary to wield a club in order to be brave? It is
enough to learn to die. We hear of destruction of Hindu temples.
How can a temple be protected if the priest runs away when it is
being destroyed? You will ask me why you should crave before
assailants and image-breakers. I would say you should protect
the image by allowing yourself to be killed. If the assailant sees
that you are prepared to protect the image by getting killed, he will
come to his senses.
You cannot protect the image by killing others. Muslims also
cannot protect Islam by killing Hindus. There is no doubt that
Islam will perish if it seeks to preserve itself by killing others. No
religion in the world can be protected by violence, After thirty
years of experience and reflection I have come to realize that
there is no way but non-violence to protect our religion and our